“NR 








2. ~ , om Fi 


UN tactioal surprise at Inchon, despite Worth Korean 
defence preparations, was achieved as a result of North Xorean 
preocoupation with the possibility of landings farther south. 
Recent meseages directed the reinforcenent of North Korean east 
coast unite, especially with artillery. Recent formation of a 
Chongjin infantry brigede, believed to be a constsl defense wit, 
indicates concern over the defense of an area remote fron the 
combat none, “Undersea mine lsying troops” were to be dispatched 


te Mokpo on 12 September in an attempt to bolster defenses in 
that area, 


There has been no indication of Soviet or Chinese 
Communist intention to intervene. There is no evidence that 
recent tank and vehicle colume reported moving south fron the 
Manchurian border are composed of Chinese or Soviet forces. 


Organized atrength of the North Korean Arsy in the 
combat gones, aa of the date of the Inchén landings, ie now 
estimated to bave been 125,000 (14 infantry divisions, one tank 
Aivision, and supporting units), with an additional 15,000 in 
the defense or auti-landing force, and 8,000 internal seourity 
troops. 10,000 of these troops, including one previously 
unidentified division, are believed to have been deployed in 
the fecul~Inchon area, There is no firm eutinate of the strength 
of organized forces outside the combat sones north of the 38th 


parallel, 
—H0P—-SICR2t-_ ACORN —__ 


APPROVED FOR RELEASE 
DATE: 23-Mar-2010 





The preparations for stepped-up air operations continue. 
Communications intelligence indicates the existence of a North — 
Xorean alr divielon, which, if patterned on Soviet lines, coukd 


control 190 fighter or ground attack alvoraft. No firm evidence 


Se available on actual North Korean airoraft strength inside or 
outside Korea, 


Communications intelligence shows that, st least up to 
18 September, moderate quantities of uateriel were being delivered 
to combat unite. 


A Soviet message of late August indicates that the UF 
naval blockade of Xorea is at least partially responsible for 
congestion at Vladivostok, since commodities, including oi1, 
previously sent by sen to Korea must now be reshipped fron 
Vladivostok by rail, The expansion of facilities at Ospor and 
possibly at Pogranichnaya, rail transshipment points on the 
i ag vorder, probsbly reflects the effeots of the 
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- & recent Chinese Communist complaint about the lack 
of Soviet o11 at Shanghal is believed to be an indication that 
Soviet petrolean shipments into China are destined for use only 
in Manchuria, : 











